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Pioneearing nec-classicist mveals her solo dabut.

Spencer Grady 2000-710-13

Wle e Rachel Grimes big. 'Wilh a proliferalion of nec-classicsts now banging
on Ehe eandrums af indie Kids everywhan, ifs aasy (o forget the impact her
chambsar music angamiie, Rachel's, made an (he guitar-dominaied dominions
of alarralive music in e mid-00s, Anguably, wilhou! Rer amd ke group o which
she bant her nama, arists like Max Richiar, Jéhann Shannsson and even Sigur
s would mel have found sush & wide and receplive audisnce.

Hesvily influenced by Erik Salie and Mickas Myman, Gimes’ pians playirg
gave lhe group's dabul, 1895 Hardwriling, an air of authenlicily, keiping fo
fard off the naysayans accusing the Louisvile iroupe of crossaver dileltantizm
Baul it was anly with Music for Egon Schigle, refeasad a yaar laier, that Grimas
found the conviclion and confidence to match her voice, (he solermpity of bear
instrument leading the sombre ribules 1o the controversial Ausiian painies. The
braathbaking vignelies thal comprizad thal work were deflly-delnamd minimaks
ExpresEons, impressionistic rather than melodic, Tull of heartbreaking dacays

and intirmale focus on Be limbre of 8 soifary raba,

It is an approach hat Grirmes resurmacts an her anchanting sols debut, Book of
Leaves. Her mosd wandrous G was always her abiily o painl Se most
envocalive gicluras in punast ivary and her lighiness af louch allows mapaslic
statements sweh as The Comer Room and Lang Balona Us o ring oul, echoing
wilh sensuousness and sentiment bafons drawing the isiener back in.
Cweasionally she altempts 1o augrmenlt hed creations with unfussy fekd
recordings, such as the avian chonises 1hal waave babwean dalicals wory
droplets on She Was Hers and Ewvey Moming, Birds, bul these seam ke
mersly okenisse disiractions. Grimes' parformances ane slandalons sinong
thraughaut and ary accompaniment is raally just so much side salad.

ITe anly with Bhe album's longes! pace, the almost Charlemagra
Paleafine-esgue like shimmer of Mesagrave, thal ihe album's fragile spell is
almos! braken. Bul il's 8 momartary diversion and a distince ribulary which
ably dermonsirates Gimes" grawing versatiily and devalopmeant as an arist,
Back of Laawvas is simply an abserbing furn fram & frue pionser.
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