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Radched Srimes - "Eveny Moming® (Book af Leaves)

Thea Louisvila rmusical apsamible krawe 25 Rachel's weadded irdie-reck regumas wilh
gramder ambitions aver & decade balore ke indeiclasscal overdap becamsa tha siull
of Mew York Times articdas and curaled concedl seres. And while thay wena bandly
the firsl group to ccoupy this gray area, ihey id =0 memoerably, releasierg a series of
digtinclive alboms, wisll-cralfed on bolh @ muosical Eeel and in 1sms of he omaba
packaging in which lhey appearsd. Al Smes, Rachel's seamed 0 be e musical
comglement o ther math-rock conlempararies, making the case thal a chamber
rusic infllvarce could be just as compaling as wirding bass and guitar parts.

Rached Grimes played piane in Rachel's, and while Beok of Legves iz har firgl soio
work, har playing afyde hers echoas hee wark on ihe group's Seenograpksy from a
decade aarlier. The fanmal hare — 14 works, marny of them compleled in undar three
minules — i raraaiscenl af Max Rickhlec's recan! 24 Posleerds b Ful Colaw’. Aralkher
recanrt poinl of refersnce would Bbe Rypuichi Sakarmmote’'s 2007 ocllaboration with
Chrislian Fennese, Candrg. Grimes shares with Sakamolo a endency lowands an
ambien! sihda of playing, one that alloews for spaca bo hover batwean noles and for
small resararcas 1o emege. This Tondnass Tor ambience maaches it apex — or,
deparding on your paink of view, its 2anith — whan the sound of chirping crickels
clossas oull “Sha Was Hera”

The lone of e Songs on Book of Leaves ranges lrofn sparse and mubed 1o
relenessly propulsive. Bath Wy Dear Companion” and “Mossgroee” fird a brisk paca
rom the oulsel, thaugh in the case of the Tormer that pace is conlrasted with a maona
drar@atic melody sutable lor Gaolhic Fandscapes. dor the latier, 1hase nodes anme
eveniually erveloged by olhars, crealing a drome-like guality. I's significant to poin
oul thatl the formals in which Book of Leaves = avalable indudes ral anly the
Expecipd formats - CDs, LPs, and MP3s - buf al=g as shesl music. Grimes's
irtenticns wilh this alburm ame as much a demonsiration of Bar abililies as a esmposer
a5 hey are aboul Par werk & 8 paformer

Thase kwo sides of Grimes’s music don'l always mesh. *Bloadmoof” is nimbly played,
Bul B piece el feals mes cafired: a Michael Nyman influencs is pancaptible, bl
Grimes's own laka on il is less clear. “Mossgrove™s foray inlo drone is Tar mona
imtereating, and suggests & summalion of Grimess musical expedence and inferests,
Tha laler “Every Maming Birds™ kas the albem's mas] inberesling (il beral) integralion
of field recordings, wbng looped birdcalls o creale & percussive effect And while
Book of Lagwes accasianally becomas oo undersialed, ils mosl interesling mamenis
blerd a predssion @als as old as the instrument Grimes plays with a wilingrass o
imcorporals mofe  conlemparary  elemarts. The album's arbwork incudes (e
designation "For Sake Fiano,” bu? Book of Lagwas is al ils basl when il subiverts and
modifies what is espected of that phrase.
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